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The Shawshank Redemption
Introduction
The Shaw shank redemption is a 1994 American film adapted from the Stephen King novel, Rita Hayworth and Shaw shank redemption. The movie narrates a story about Andy Dufresne, a banker, who spent 19 years of his life in Shaw shank prison for a crime of passion. He was prosecuted for allegedly killing his wife and lover, despite his pleas of innocence. As he serves his sentence, he befriends an inmate, Ellis Boyd, Alias ‘Red’. Thereafter, he finds himself in trouble as he is again prosecuted by the guards after the warden begins using him for money laundering. In the end, Andy escaped from prison through a tunnel he had dug in the wall for 20 years. Despite the not so welcoming reception by the box office, the film has become an award-winning movie and is thought to be one of the greatest of all time. Due to the nature of its storyline, the film has also been used for great reference especially in issues discussing the correctional system. It is a film that exposes the rather dark side of the correctional system and its evils. 
One thing for sure that the films expose is that the correctional system of the time, which is still that of today is far from perfect. Andy, who is the main character in the film is sentenced to life imprisonment for a murder he did not commit. This reveals that the correctional system, from the prosecution to the actual correctional program is incompetent. During the prosecution process, the prosecution proves ‘beyond reasonable doubt’ that Andy is guilty. Despite his innocence pleas, he is convicted. Like Andy, very many people go in prison for crimes they did not commit. It is very easy to convict an innocent person. In the United States, the rate at which innocent people are convicted is estimated to be close to 10%. As the film demonstrates, once an innocent person has been convicted, it is close to impossible to get them out of prison. 
The Shawn shark redemption also reveals that more injustices happen in prison than in the outside world. On the first night in prison, the chief guard, Hadley viciously beats a newly arrived inmate to death, for crying hysterically.  In simpler terms, this is murder.  The manner in which the warden handles the situation suggests that this was probably not his first time to do so. Therefore, it is apparent that in correctional systems, sometimes wardens beat up prisoners to death for petty reasons. This narrows down to the irony of the correctional system. Ideally, the purpose of a correctional system should be to make a better person out of the criminal, for their own benefit and that of the society, not to kill them (Steen & Rachel, 21). 
The plot of the film is based on real experiences that people actually go through in prison. Through the film, Andy experiences a very difficult time. As he works in the prison laundry, he attracts the attention of a group of sisters referred to as the ‘sisters’, who are notorious for sexually assaulting other inmates. As it is, Andy soon becomes a victim and is repeatedly molested. This rather unfortunate happening reveals that in prison, more injustices are done to inmates than they possibly did to get into prison. Therefore, instead of making a better person, correctional systems actually end up bringing out the worst out of most inmates. Some turn into tougher criminals, especially sexual assaulters (Adams, 298). Former prisoners often are unable to survive outside of prison life, especially those that have served longer sentences. This is evidenced by the case of Brooks, who avoids pardon at all cost and ends up committing suicide when he is pardoned. Ex-prisoners often form ‘institutionalized personality traits’ which may include difficulty in engaging in relationships, distrusting others and violent attitudes (LaCourse, 53). This explains why the rate of recidivism is very high today (53). 
The film clearly validates to its viewers that the correctional system is very biased. Red, one of Andy’s closest friends serves life imprisonment. Every ten years after his arrest, he is paraded in front of a parade for assessment, to determine if he is rehabilitated. He is only released after appearing for his fifth time, despite the present reasonable evidence that he had learned his lesson and would be a better man in the society if released. One of the reasons why his pardon takes so long is possibly due to the fact that is a man of color and is therefore despised on the racial basis (Adams, 285). 
For a long time, innocent people have unjustly been sent to prison and criminals have lived free (Steen & Rachel, 19). The correctional system, as implied by the film is not all inclusive, the long arm of the law only gets to the individuals it prefers and spares those with privileges. Within the walls of the prison, the movie takes us through things rather than correction that goes on. In Shaw shank prison, Hadley is simply an assassin. He is used by his boss Norton to kill and also kills prisoners for his own reasons. Most of these murders are not followed up and for the better time of the film, he goes unpunished. Norton, on the other side, is a wolf in sheep’s clothing, hiding behind a mask of Christianity. Behind the curtains, he uses Andy’s accountancy skills for his money laundering, only to benefit himself. Other wardens from other prisons also use any’s services, proof that this practice does not only go on in Shaw shank but also in other prisons. 
When Tommy, who had been to other prisons before meets Andy in Shaw shank and hears about his story, he is shocked and narrates of a story where he once met a prisoner in another prison who boasted of having killed a woman and her golf star lover, and her husband had gone to prison for it. Full of hope, Andy presents his case to Norton, who shrugs it and send him into solitary confinement (Darabont, & Stephen, 5). Norton goes further to arrange for the murder of Tommy, all in bid to protect himself and continue benefiting from Andy’s money laundering skills (6). This shows just how inmates are manipulated and used for the wrong purpose in correctional institutions.  
During  his last parole hearing, Red talks about just how the terms rehabilitation is ‘made up’ (Darabont, & Stephen, 6). After his short touching speech, his parole is approved. Just as Red described, the term rehabilitation is actually very misplaced. Correctional facilities actually do more harm than correction. This is especially obvious with prisoners who serve long prison sentences. Additionally, it is also evident that there are people who should be serving jail terms but are ironically actually in charge of those facilities. With regard, correctional facilities ought to be scrutinized closely. There is more than meets the eye. 
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